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FEATURES

WORKSHOP ON BIM STRATEGIC PLAN FOR THE NEXT 10 YEARS

A workshop on BIM Strategic Plan was held on 24 November 2015, 1.30 pm at Bilik
Mesyuarat UPM, Persatuan Alumni UPM, Bangunan Canselori Putra, UPM Serdang. This

workshop was attended by 12 Member-Institutions and was chaired by Mr John C.P.

Chang, Deputy President of BIM.
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ABOUT MEMBERS

33 CONFERENCE OF ASEAN FEDERATION OF ENGINEERING
ORGANISATIONS (2015)

The Conference of the ASEAN Federation of Engineering Organisations (CAFEQO) was
held on 23 -26 November 2015 at Equatorial Hotel, Penang.The CAFEO has been held
annually since 1982 by 10 ASEAN member countries, including Brunei, Indonesia,
Malaysia, Singapore, Philippines, Thailand, Cambodia, Vietham, Laos and Myanmar.
The Institution of Engineers, Malaysia (IEM) Penang Branch, is the host of the CAFEO
33 2015.

The theme of the Conference - From Light to Bytes : "ASEAN Engineering
Evolution & Future Challenges” compliment Penang, the Pearl Of Orient, as the
hosting city, from a humble trading port and transformed into a vital, world class hub for
commerce, manufacturing, modernization, cultures and tourism over two centuries after
Captain Francis Light discovered Penang in 1786.

CAFEO 33 2015
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RICS - RISM ASIA VALUATION CONFERENCE 2016
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RICS-RISM
Asia Valuation
Conference 2016

Valuers Being Ready for the Future

13 and 14 January 2016

Hotel Istana, Kuala Lumpur

BOVAE - pending

Top S reasons to attend:

c Understand what the future of valuation may
look like

e Leamn about the impact and importance of
international standards in Asia

© Know the key drivers of global capital fiow
and investment flow in our cities effecting
property yields

0 Listen about the value of technology in

augmenting and enhancing what valuers
deliver to clients

© Update yourself on the latest frends of business
valuation practices in finance and physical assats

Supporting Organisations:
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CURRENT ISSUES

TPPA - WHAT'S IN IT FOR MALAYSIA ?

The Star, 12 October 2015

THE Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement (TPPA) negotiations have concluded and citizens of
all 12 participating countries will be seeking clarity on how their respective nations will benefit
from this historic agreement.

It is important to recognise that in an increasingly globalised world, we will see more nations
working towards trade liberalisation, free markets that will ultimately benefit the participating
nations. The 12 TPPA members make up 40% of global GDP and approximately a third of
world trade — collectively representing a population in excess of 750 million people.

By reducing trade barriers, TPPA will provide Malaysian-owned businesses wider access to
international markets and it will strengthen the country’s economic growth. The recently
negotiated agreement will provide local businesses with the first ever Free-Trade Agreements
between Malaysia and the US, Canada, Mexico and Peru, in addition to enhancing access to
eight other markets.

Some of the sectors that will benefit quickly in Malaysia are textiles, apparel, commodities and
the electronics industry.

According to the HSBC Small Business Confidence Monitor Survey, 42% of Malaysian small
and medium-sized enterprises (SMES) are involved in cross-border and international trade.
Most SMEs establish themselves within the domestic market and then seek opportunities to
expand their footprint across the region. With TPPA, Malaysian SMEs will have accelerated
growth opportunities as the multilateral trade agreement will enable improved uniformity for
selected regulations and harmonised standards in several areas.

Currently, Malaysia is the third largest recipient of foreign direct investment (FDI) in Asean and
TPPA provides Malaysia a competitive edge among Asean countries to spur further
investment.

There are concerns that the Investor State Dispute Settlement (ISDS) mechanism overpowers
Malaysian laws but ISDS is not something new to Malaysia. It simply provides investors a
level of assurance that affected parties have an avenue for recourse.

In fact, since 1963 Malaysia has signed and ratified 64 Investment Guarantee Agreements
(IGAs) with countries including the US, Canada and Mexico, all of which have provisions on
ISDS.
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Amcham believes that enhanced protection for patents will strengthen Malaysia’s appeal as a
destination for high-tech manufacturing, drive foreign investment and create jobs. The
intellectual property rights (IPR) chapter calls for a level of protection on design, trademarks
and patents across geographical boundaries, which in turn encourages Malaysian companies
to embark on further research and development. This promotes an environment that
recognises the societal benefit of innovation.

Pharmaceutical research and development leads to the discovery of future life-changing and
life-saving medicines. After patents expire, generic versions of innovative drugs continue to be
widely used for decades, generating enormous health benefits for consumers. Malaysia
stands to benefit through increased investment from multinational companies in the areas of
research and development and clinical trials, potentially helping to build a local industrial base,
and encourage the entry of more innovative products to the domestic market.

The issue of government procurement has also been raised during negotiation. According to
the World Trade Organisation, government procurement accounts for some 15% to 20% of
GDP on average in TPPA-related countries. Many TPPA partner countries, including the
United States, have government procurement set asides in their respective countries.

With the TPPA, Malaysian-owned businesses will have opportunities to participate in
government procurement in TPPA member countries. This promotes competitive neutrality
and a level playing field among TPPA members. We foresee that the final text of the TPPA will
have some level of appropriate discretion for procurement with participating governments.

Malaysia has established strong foundations in technology, e-commerce and financial
services. Together with the removal of digital customs duties, localisation barriers and forced
technology transfers, these benefits of TPPA will boost Malaysia’s vision of becoming an e-
commerce and high-tech hub within the region. These steps will catalyse the efforts of
Malaysian SME'’s to better participate in the global marketplace.

Likewise, easing of limitations on foreign firms’ participation in the financial sector empower
Malaysian banks in TPPA markets as they expand and seek opportunities in the region and
beyond.

The TPPA is a historic multi-lateral trade agreement and a significant milestone to US-
Malaysia relations benefitting both nations and creating a wealth of opportunities for business
and citizens of both countries.

Sanjeev Nanavati is the president of American Malaysian Chamber of Commerce (Amcham),
an international non-profit, private-sector business association representing over 350 US-
affiliated companies that maintains a close relationship with many government bodies and
international associations in Malaysia in an effort to deepen relations between the two
countries.
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PHARMACISTS SAY 'AYE' TO CONTROLLING NICOTINE-BASED VAPES

The Star, 13 November 2015

PETALING JAYA: Allowing only licensed pharmacists and medical practitioners to sell liquid
nicotine will eventually benefit vapers in achieving a healthier lifestyle, said Malaysian

Pharmaceutical Associa-tion president Datuk Nancy Ho.

She said licensed pharmacists would have the opportunity to persuade vapers to cease the
habit and introduce lifestyle measures to help them to be healthy.

“‘Pharmacists are duty bound to promote a healthy lifestyle and providing smoking cessation
programmes has always been our main thrust,” she said.

“Vapers face the risk of addiction without proper monitoring by professionals.”

On Monday, Health director-general Datuk Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah announced that e-
cigarettes that contain nicotine could only be sold by licensed pharmacists and registered
medical practitioners.

When contacted, Ho said only professionals should be allowed to manage and sell nicotine.

“‘We fully support that move because it is legally correct to make sure that nicotine is
monitored by only licensed pharmacies,” said Ho.

She added that pharmacists were empowered by the law to manage nicotine and, as
professionals, they were keen to be in charge in handling e-cigarettes that contain nicotine.

Ho admitted that it was not conclusive that vaping was a healthier alternative to smoking,
adding that there was not enough research done on its long-term effects.

The dosage, she said, could be properly monitored and users should be counselled on how
to use it.
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DOOR TO STAY OPEN TO AFFORDABLE MEDICINE AFTER TPP, STUDY SHOWS

The Malay Mail, 4 December 2015

PwC’s report of its analysis on the impact of selected key sectors on Malaysia’s economy showed that generic drugs
will not be restricted in the country due to the similarity of the patent terms filed. — File pic

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 4 — Malaysians will not lose access to cheaper generic drugs if
the country enters into the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP), according to a cost-benefit
analysis conducted by audit giant PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC).

Released today, PwC'’s report of its analysis on the impact of selected key sectors on
Malaysia’s economy showed that generic drugs will not be restricted in the country due
to the similarity of the patent terms filed.

The report added that the development and production of cheaper drugs will also not be
affected as they took longer than the five-year data exclusivity term for biologics.

Biologics are drugs made from biological rather than synthetic sources that have
revolutionised the treatment of cancer, HIV/ AIDS, Alzheimer’s disease, cardiovascular
diseases and autoimmune disorders, among others.

“In conclusion, the key findings indicate that the TPPA obligations do not pose
detrimental risks to the future growth of biopharmaceutical manufacturing industry,” the
report stated.
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It concluded that patent term adjustments under the TPP only provided for compensations
due to delays in patent approvals and marketing applications, adding that issues won’t be
a concern because the National Pharmaceutical Control Bureau has fully completed
processing the applications last year.

The study also found that the five-year data exclusivity term on biologics would not affect
the production of biosimilars — the generic drug equivalent for biologics — because
manufacturers have in the past taken between six and 13 years to roll them out.

Malaysia currently does not have any regulation on data exclusivity for biologics, which
deals with other drug manufacturers’ right to access vital information on test results on the
patented creation.

Malaysia’s public healthcare is currently heavily subsidised, and has resulted in
widespread dispensation of generic drugs and biosimilars.

Concern first grew over potential price hikes in medicine and a longer wait for generic
drugs after a leak in confidential documents over the TPP pointed towards strict
enforcement of Intellectual Properties in member countries.

Negotiations over the TPP, which would create the largest trade bloc on both sides of the
Pacific Ocean involving 12 countries, have been shrouded in secrecy for years and its
contents only unsealed last month.

Malaysia is among the countries involved with the US, Canada, Japan, Vietnam,
Singapore, Brunei, Chile, New Zealand, Australia, Mexico and Peru also on the table.

Parliament is expected to debate the TPP early next year.
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PERSONALITY

DR. WAN RASIDAH WAN AB KADIR, PRESIDENT OF MALAYSIAN SOCIETY
OF SOIL SCIENCE MALAYSIA (MSSS)

Dr. Wan Rasidah was born in Kota Bharu, Kelantan on 15 Jun 1961.
She was elected as a President of the Malaysian Society of Soil
Science (MSSS) during the MSSS AGM in April 2014, being the first
~ female President since its founding in 1971. Prior to her appointment
| as a President, she had served in the MSSS management committee
since 2010.

Her early school days started in 1968 in Kota Bharu, then pursued her
secondary education at a boarding school in Kuala Terengganu. Upon
successful completion of SPM examination, she continued with
matriculation course for one year and managed to secure placement for tertiary education at
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia. She became a graduate with B.Sc (Hons) in Chemistry in
1984 and later M.Sc. (Chemistry) in 1991. Later she pursued for a doctorate degree in Soil
Chemistry at the Faculty of Agricultural and Applied Biological Sciences, University of Ghent,
Belgium and attended graduation in 1995.

Dr. Wan Rasidah was first appointed as a Research Officer at the Forest Research Institute
Malaysia in April 1984, assigned to the Soil Unit. She is now the Head for Soil Management
Branch. Along her career path, she has published books, journal articles and other scientific
articles, granting patents, granting research funds, supervising post-graduate students, and
won medals at national and international innovation exhibitions. Her capacity development
has reached beyond the national levels where she managed to secure fellowships from
international agencies such as IAEA, FAO, US-AEP to attend training attachment at research
institutions overseas. The height of her achievement was being the first recipient for the Best
FRIM Scientist which she received in 2012.
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BIM MEMBER INSTITUTIONS

Malayslan Pharmaceutical Sockety (MPS) * Malaysian Institute of interior Designers (MIID) Institute of Internal Auditors Malaysia (IAM)

Royal Institution of Surveyors Malaysla (RISM) * Malayslan Soclety of Soll Sclence (MSSS) Institut Bahan Malaysia JOMM)

The Institution of Engineers Malaysla (EM) « Malayslan Assoclation of Soclal Workers (MASW) The Chartered Institute of Logistics And Transport
Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia (PAM) * The Plastics & Rubber Institute of Malaysia (PRIM) Malaysia (CILTM)

Malayslan Medical Association (MMA) * Agricultural Institute of Malaysia (AIM) Intemational Institution of Plantation Management (IIPM)
Malaysian Dental Assoclation (MDA) * Institut Rimbawan Malaysia (RIM)

Malaysian Institute of Planners (MIP) * The Chartered Institute of Bullding Malaysia (CIOBM) CORPORATE AFFILIATE

Veterinaty Assoclation Malaysla (VAM) * Institute of Landscape Architects Malaysia (ILAM) « Malaysian Association of Productivity (MAP)
C C )

* Malaysian Institute of Human Resource Managzement




